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W E L C O M E  T O  S F

San Francisco is world renowned for being 

covered in fog, but we secretly get more 

sunny days than we let on. The spots we 

recommend below are guaranteed to please 

whether rain, shine, or (the usual) fog.
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M I S S I O N  B I C Y C L E

415.683.6166 

766 Valencia St, San Francisco 

www.missionbicycle.com 

p. 03

Mission Bicycle Company was formed 

in 2008 with a simple premise: to build 

the most beautiful, practical and 

customizable city bikes on the market.  

We do our best to keep a store stocked 

full of bike apparel and accessories 

you won't find anywhere else, and 

perhaps most importantly for the 

visitors to our fine city: we offer bike 

rentals via our fleet of beautiful 

bicycles that are sure to have you 

looking and feeling like a local during 

your stay.  Read on for some of our 

favorite spots to hit while riding around 

the City by the Bay.



S W E L L

415.731.3838 

4002 Irving St, San Francisco 

www.swellbicycles.com 

p. 04

If you find yourself down at San 

Francisco’s famously foggy Ocean 

Beach, be sure to stop in and see the 

folks at Swell. Specializing in bikes 

that’ll take you off the beaten path and 

out into the wilderness, this shop also 

stocks a tidy corner full of bike-packing 

supplies to help you along your journey.



M A S H  S F

415.448.6611 

284 Sanchez St, San Francisco 

www.mashsf.com 

p. 05

Part shop, part San Francisco cycling 

culture museum, Mash is a bicycle shop 

specializing in track racing bikes. They 

stock an excellent selection of unique 

accessories and cycling apparel, with a 

bit of something for everyone. Their 

seemingly endless supply of in-house 

designed water bottles, patches, pins, 

and cycling caps always keep us 

coming back for more. 



B O X  D O G  B I K E S

415.431.9627 

494 14th St, San Francisco 

www.boxdogbikes.com 

p. 06

A true gem of the Mission District, Box 

Dog is a worker owned co-op that 

has gained a reputation for their 

expertise in touring and randonneuring 

bikes. If you’re looking to throw some 

racks on your steed and get out into 

the great unknown, Box Dog also 

organizes group bike camping 

trips. Stop in, grab some gear, and ask 

when their next outing is. Maybe we'll 

see you there! 



H I D D E N  G A R D E N  S T E P S

1520 16th Ave, San Francisco 

p. 07

Hidden away in the Sunset, up 16th 

Avenue, is a staircase long enough to 

tire out Rocky himself. Mosaic step 

after mosaic step ascend far above 

any neighborhood in sight and offer 

a well-earned panoramic view of San 

Francisco from the Pacific Ocean all 

the way downtown. The steps 

themselves are a sight to behold as 

well. Bring a camera for this one. 



B A L M Y  A L L E Y

50 Balmy St, San Francisco 

p. 08

Everybody knows of or has seen photos 

of the famous murals in the Mission's 

Clarion Alley, but if you’re looking for its 

companion alley you’ll find it hidden 

deep down 24th street off Balmy St. As 

beautiful as it is culturally significant to 

the neighborhood it graces, we’re sure 

you’ll enjoy a stroll down this short but 

gratifying street blooming with color. 

Pro tip: treat yourself to an horchata 

around the corner at Taqueria Vallarta 

before you begin your stroll.



B E R N A L  H E I G H T S  P A R K

3416 Folsom St, San Francisco 

p. 09

If you find yourself in need of an urban 

hike, there’s no better neighborhood to 

visit than Bernal Heights, and if you find 

yourself in Bernal Heights, you’ll thank 

yourself for going a little further and 

summiting Bernal Heights Park. You’d 

be rewarded with an instagram-worthy 

swingset, and yet another panoramic 

view of San Francisco (this time from 

the other side of the city.) 



L A  P A L M A   

 

M E X I C A T E S S E N  

 

4415.647.1500 

2884 24th St, San Francisco 

www.lapalmasf.com 

p. 10

Open since 1953, La Palma is the 

Mission’s premier purveyor of 

housemade tortillas and chips. La 

Palma operates as a full service 

taqueria as well as a shop providing all 

your staple Mexican cooking essentials. 

 

We’d get in trouble if we mentioned 

just ONE burrito spot in the Mission, so 

here are our staff's honorable 

mentions: Taqueria Cancun, El Farolito, 

Papalote. 



O R P H A N  A N D Y ' S

415.864.9795 

3991 17th St, San Francisco 

Website N/A 

p. 11

There’s nothing that hits the spot quite 

like some greasy American diner food 

in the early morning hours after the 

bars inevitably close. Orphan Andy’s is 

here for exactly that. Located smack 

dab in the heart of the Castro, they 

serve up all the classics 24/7, ensuring 

you never go hungry after a night out 

on the city (or the morning after.) 



H O U S E  O F  N A N K I N G

415.421.1429 

919 Kearny St, San Francisco 

www.houseofnanking.net 

p. 12

Amidst a San Francisco neighborhood 

chock-full of tourist traps stands one 

Chinese restaurant that never leaves us 

disappointed. House of Nanking is a 

staple restaurant for those nights when 

Chinese food is the only food for the 

job. Their famous sesame chicken and 

Chinatown greens are a great place to 

start, and any of the North Beach bars 

(just a stone's throw away) are a great 

place to end. 



T H E  R A M P

415.621.2378 

855 Terry A Francois Blvd, San Francisco 

www.therampsf.com 

p. 13

The perfect place to grab lunch on a 

sunny day doesn’t exi… 

 

The Ramp was originally a bait shop 

back in the 50’s and has since 

transitioned into becoming one of our 

favorite sunny summer day pit stops. 

Situated right on the water in an 

otherwise industrial neighborhood, an 

excellent menu, full bar, and plenty of 

outdoor seating all welcome you at one 

of SF’s best kept secrets. 



A N D Y T O W N

415.753.9775 

3655 Lawton St, San Francisco 

www.andytownsf.com 

p. 14

A cozy cafe in the Outer Sunset with 

plenty of bike parking to go around, 

Andytown roasts and serves up some of 

the tastiest coffee in The Bay. An 

excellent destination cafe if you’re 

looking to explore the outer ends of the 

city and caffeinate yourself before 

making the trek back to the action. We 

should also mention that if you’ve got a 

sweet tooth like us, their pastries are 

always on point as well. 



S I G H T G L A S S

415.861.1313 

270 7th St, San Francisco 

www.sightglasscoffee.com 

p. 15

Sightglass is one of the bigger coffee 

roasteries to come out of San 

Francisco’s 3rd wave coffee 

scene, and not without reason. Beyond 

roasting some of the better coffee out 

there, they create an environment that 

people seem to just want to hang out 

in. It’s as comfortable as it is trendy. As 

an added bonus, they periodically offer 

free “public cuppings” wherein they 

walk participants through what is 

essentially a wine tasting class, but for 

coffee. Check out their online schedule 

for more. 



S T A B L E  C A F E

415.552.1199 

2128 Folsom St, San Francisco 

www.stablecafe.com 

p. 16

Sharing a space with Lila B. Design (a 

plant design studio) benefits this cafe 

by creating an urban jungle just slightly 

off the beaten path in the Mission for 

all you plant lovers. Their flora-filled 

courtyard is both an inviting and 

relaxing place to enjoy coffee and 

a cookie, go all in on a brunch during a 

sunny weekend morning, or even do a 

little plant shopping to brighten up your 

home. 



F A Y E ' S  V I D E O

415.552.0434 

3614 18th St, San Francisco 

www.fayes3614.com 

p. 17

After Netflix dissipated the brick and 

mortar video stores of our childhood 

and the dust finally settled, Faye's was 

still there standing proud as ever. Their 

incredibly friendly staff, excellent 

selection of movies, and genuinely 

delicious coffee all equate to it being a 

staple of our neighborhood. Don’t be 

surprised if you see us holding a 

morning meeting on the bench out 

front. 

Honorable (Coffee) Mentions 

 

Although these four cafes are a great 
start for sipping in the city, we'd highly 
suggest continuing your search for 
caffeine at any of the following spots: 
 
Ritual Roasters, Trouble Coffee, Lady 
Falcon Coffee Club, Fellow, Avenues, 
Snowbird Coffee, Equator, Linea, 
Family Room, The Mill, Craftsman & 
Wolves, and the list really goes on. 



R O X I E  T H E A T E R

415.863.1087 

3117 16th St, San Francisco 

www.roxie.com 

p. 18

This little theater in the Mission is 

actually the oldest continuously 

operating movie theater in the United 

States according to wikipedia. History 

aside, the Roxie is our go-to theater for 

its laid back policy regarding food and 

its endlessly excellent selection of 

indie, world, and art house movies. If 

you're looking for the perfect place to 

kick back and enjoy a flick on a rainy 

(or foggy) day in San Francisco, look no 

further than the Roxie. 



G R E A T  A M E R I C A N    

415.885.0750 

859 O’Farrell St, San Francisco 

www.slimspresents.com 

p. 19

Old timey theater meets rock and roll 

sensibilities in one of our favorite music 

venues around. The Tenderloin’s Great 

American Music Hall was built in an era 

when San Francisco was rebuilding 

from the earthquake of 1906, and it still 

holds its own as a staple venue of the 

city. Keep an eye on their upcoming 

shows schedule next time you’re in 

town. 

Photo Needed

M U S I C  H A L L



F 8  S F

415.857.1192 

1192 Folsom St, San Francisco 

www.feightsf.com 

p. 20

Time to break out your dancing shoes. 

F8 is a venue on Folsom specializing in 

electronic and dance music for all you 

party people. Whether you're into 

house, techno, drum and bass, or hip 

hop, this SOMA hideout does an 

incredible job booking DJ's from all 

corners of the globe nearly every night 

of the week. The small entry fees, a 

welcoming dance floor, and their 

music-first approach to nightlife is a 

refreshing take on the San Francisco 

club scene.

Photo Needed



L I  P O  L O U N G E

415.982.0072 

916 Grant Ave, San Francisco 

www.lipolounge.com 

p. 21

One of San Francisco’s oldest bars, it is 

said that the men who built the Golden 

Gate Bridge would frequent Li Po 

Lounge for their post-work libations. 

Good job they didn’t go before, as Li 

Po’s famous Chinese Mai Tai packs a 

serious punch. This is a must see if you 

find yourself "parched" in the 

Chinatown neighborhood. Opening its 

doors at 2pm daily, Li Po Lounge offers 

refuge from the busy streets of what is 

the largest Chinatown outside of Asia.



B L A C K  S A N D S

415.534.5194 

701 Haight St, San Francisco 

www.blacksandsbeer.com 

p. 22

Situated right on “the wiggle,” Black 

Sands is more than just a brewpub. 

Their chefs make mean California 

cuisine for the hungry, they’ve got a 

rotating lineup of house crafted brews 

& cocktails for the thirsty, and they 

offer brewing classes for the curious. 

The excellent selections and friendly 

staff make Black Sands an easy spot to 

get stuck on a weekend void of plans.



N O C  N O C

415.861.5811 

557 Haight St, San Francisco 

www.nocnocs.com 

p. 23

When aboriginal art meets the post 

apocalyptic world in an 80’s sci-fi 

thriller, you get this iconic Lower Haight 

beer bar. Undoubtedly one of the more 

unique bars in San Francisco, Noc Noc 

provides its patrons with plenty of funky 

nooks and colorful lighting situations to 

lounge in while sipping on a selection 

of beers from near and far.



B L A C K  H A M M E R  B R E W I N G

415.758.2223 

544 Bryant St, San Francisco 

www.blackhammerbrewing.com 

p. 24

New micro brews seem to appear daily 

at one of our favorite breweries in the 

city, ensuring a bit of something for 

everyone. The converted warehouse is 

opened up to the street by two garage 

doors, providing an excellent open-air 

environment on nicer days, and a 

protected space on the not so nice 

days. Funky art, free wi-fi, and lots of 

bar dogs, all add up to a top notch 

beer sipping venue. Pro tip: Black 

Hammer is an excellent place for pre or 

post-game hangs during baseball 

season. 



H E L D  O V E R

415.864.0818 

1543 Haight St, San Francisco 

www.retrocity.com 

p. 25

The Upper Haight is filled to the brim 

with vintage clothing stores, but this is 

THE vintage clothing store to visit in our 

humble opinion. Neatly organized, 

highly curated, and really really big, 

Held Over has been in operation since 

1978 and continues to outfit those who 

prefer fashions from decades passed. 



N E E D L E S  A N D  P E N S

415.255.1534 

1173 Valencia St, San Francisco 

www.needles-pens.com 

p. 26

Indie books, fanzines, bespoke jewelry, 

and an independent art gallery all live 

under one roof at one of the coolest 

shops on our very own Valencia St. 

Needles and Pens is a great place to 

get a taste of local culture through the 

lens of writers, photographers, poets, 

etc. as their wall of independently 

published zines is always tacking on 

new additions weekly. If supporting 

independent artists is up your alley, you 

absolutely can’t miss this spot. 



G E N E R A L  S T O R E

415.682.7100 

3928 Irving St, San Francisco 

www.shop-generalstore.com 

p. 27

Over the years, General Store has 

helped shape the aesthetic that 

defines the Outer Sunset as a 

neighborhood. Think muted earth tone 

ceramics and natural dyed textiles, and 

you’ll be on the right path. This is their 

second store (the other is a few blocks 

away on Judah) and serves as an 

extension of the beautiful lifestyle shop 

they’ve worked so diligently to curate.



A D O B E  B O O K S

415.864.3936 

3130 24th St, San Francisco 

www.adobebooks.com 

p. 28

This legendary San Francisco book 

store and art gallery was an early 

hotspot for Mission School artists such 

as Barry McGee, Margaret Kilgallen 

and Chris Johanson during the 1990's. 

Now in its second incarnation on 24th 

Street, Adobe Books has found new life 

breathed into it. They still have an 

unreal selection of used (and new) 

books, and an even larger gallery than 

before. Keep an eye on their website 

for live music and current art exhibits. 



K A B U K I  S P R I N G S

415.922.6000 

1750 Geary Blvd, San Francisco 

www.kabukisprings.com 

p. 29

San Francisco is our favorite place in 

the world, but sometimes you just a 

little time to get away. At Kabuki 

Springs in Japantown, you’ll find 

yourself transported to a Japanese 

bath house complete with fragrant teas 

and relaxing ambient music. Pro tip: 

Tuesdays are coed night and it’s just 

$25 to get in. Perfect place to unwind 

after a long bike ride or week exploring 

the city.



T U E S D A Y   

 

T A T T O O  

 

415.242.6028 

4025 Judah St, San Francisco 

www.tuesdaytattoo.com 

p. 30

Whether you have a design you’ve been 

jonesing to put on yourself, or are open 

to one of the many designs off their 

flash sheets, the good folks down at 

Tuesday Tattoo are in your corner. The 

shop is situated a few blocks from 

Ocean Beach on a bustling stretch of 

Judah, where great food and strong 

coffee make your wait time breeze by. 

This is a shop where appointments are 

preferred, drop-ins are welcome, and 

cash is king.



F E L L O W  B A R B E R    

&  I M P O R T  N E W S

415.621.9000 

696 Valencia St, San Francisco 

www.fellowbarber.com 

p. 31

Feeling scruffy? Fellow Barber can take 

you down a few notches and get that 

head of hair or beard looking extra 

suave. Not into the whole barber thing? 

They share their space with Import 

News, which is one of the coolest and 

most eclectic “convenience stores” 

we’ve come across. They stock more 

indie/art magazines than we knew 

existed, as well as a well rounded 

assortment of snacks and candies from 

all around the world – definitely worth a 

stop in. 



p. 32

And with that, we leave you to explore the city we're lucky enough to call home. For 

our international travelers and super-planners, feel free to print out this .pdf and 

keep your notes below. 

 

NOTES:
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